Happy Father’s Day, Dad!
You are our Trip to Bountiful
On April 13, 2013, our father was honored at the Kiwanis
Club of Greater Riverhead’s Star Breakfast. This tribute was
read at the ceremony:
First, we would like to apologize for not being able to
attend this morning’s celebration. Our dad, Bobby Goodale,
Lucius Ware, Louise Wilkinson, Zona Stroy, James Wooten
and Nancy Carney, congratulations on this honor.
Our parents have taught us to honor our commitments.
Jared is so sad that he had to go with his class to NYC to see
“Les Misérables,” having a fabulous dinner and sightseeing,
but he wishes you were with him. I, Jesse, will be in Florida
at Disney World with the RHS Jazz Band playing my
trombone, soaking up the sun and checking out the young
ladies. Wishing you were here. Tears for Dad.
Thank you to the Kiwanis Club of Greater Riverhead for
acknowledging our father’s love of community. He had big
shoes to fill, preparing even bigger shoes for Jared and I. We
are saying this from a place of great pride. Our dad is one of
the best educators ever. Students are always telling us that
he was one of their favorite and most memorable professors.
He has served on almost every board and committee in
New York. He is a motivational speaker and, something
else you may not know, he is a preacher. His faith in God
is unwavering. He makes sure my brother and I are in
church every Sunday singing in the choir, as well as teaching
Sunday School, and we love it because of our parents. He
has exceptionally good taste; just look at our mom. Jared
and I were growing so fast, which was one of the reasons he
retired, so that he could spend more time with us. He is still
working very hard taking care of us; he was always there
but now he’s full time. Chef Dad, we really love to cook at
our house. Chauffeur Dad, he takes us everywhere when it
would be easier for him if we took the school bus. Professor
Dad stays up every night with both Jared and I, helping us
with our homework, learning how to succeed in business,
languages, watching MSNBC, reading The Economist and
The New York Times. That’s why both of us are on the Honor
Roll. He mentors children all over the world; just ask our

big brother, Marius, from Romania. He has also paid for
our piano, trombone, voice and tuba lessons. Thanks again
for our first opera “Othello,” which was three-and-a-half
hours long. WE ARE ONLY 13 AND 15 YEARS OLD. Besides
us, Mom was the youngest person there. We can’t wait for
“Carmen” – we know, culture and art.
All of us at some point have something we want to thank
our fathers for but never get around to saying so. Here are
some things that need saying. Thanks for believing in us
and for showing us that even when dads can’t be strong they
can still be a source of strength. Thanks for reminding us
that the stuff in life isn’t stuff, and making a lot of money
is different from living a rich life. Thanks for teaching us to
be more and want less, to care more and take less, that we
should plan to work but dare to dream, and never to confuse
kindness with weakness. Thanks for reminding us that going
slowly is sometimes a good way to pick up speed, that a great
fisherman is someone who catches himself just in time, and
that without faith we don’t have a prayer. Dad, I know we’d
run out of words before we’d run out of things to say thanks
for, so we just wanted you to know that we’re proud of you
and love you and your love has made all the difference in our
lives. You are so easy to talk to; you build us up when we feel
down; you are always very encouraging; you have taught us
to reach for the stars; we love your big bear hugs and the fact
that you let us get away with almost anything.
Our dad is a loving man, son, husband and father who
spends his time taking very good care of us all. That is why
he is being honored today for his philanthropy throughout
the community. He doesn’t expect to be honored for what is
just right, the humanitarian thing. The smile on everybody’s
face is his reward. Congratulations, Dad. We love and admire
you so much.
Happy Father’s Day.
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